In the Name of Allah, The All-Merciful, The Giver of Mercy

Celebrating Ramadan and the Two Eids
in Rhode Island

“And hold fast, all together, by the rope of Allah (which stretches out for you), and be not divided among
yourselves; and remember with gratitude Allah's favor on you; for you were enemies and He joined your
hearts in love, so that by His grace, you became brothers [and sisters]; and you were on the brink of the pit of
fire, and He saved you from it. In this way does Allah make His signs clear to you, so that you may be guided.”
(Holy Qur’an, Surah Al Imran, Verse 103)

Introduction

One of the goals of Islam is to unify human beings under the banner of Tawhid (the
Oneness of Allah). We are all servants of the Most Merciful, and direct our worship solely to
Allah (glorified and exalted). As a community of believers, the two times of the year when this
unity is expressed most clearly is during the Fast of the month of Ramadan, and during the
mo nt h oHijja DHewthelHajj is performed. Our two largest communal prayers, Eid al-Fitr
and Eid al-Adha, are linked to these two pillars of Islam, and to the sacred months that mark
their beginning and end. As our Prophet (may Al | &lbssirgs and peace be upon him) has
informed us, these are the two great celebrations of the Muslim Ummabh.

Over the years, the Muslim community in Rhode Island has tried hard to begin and end
the Fast of Ramadan on the same date, as well as have one single communal prayer for each of
the two Eids. This has been done in order to manifest, to the extent possible, the exalted ideal of
unity. There is a power and beauty in all Muslims coming together to worship Allah (glorified
and exalted), regardless of race, socio-economic status, school of thought, gender, or country of
national origin. To fast and pray side by side with fellow Muslims from all different backgrounds
is to bring to life the Sunnah of our beloved Prophet (may A | | &lbs$ings and peace be upon
him).

In the past, there has been a general consensus that unity for all of the Muslims of Rhode
Island is a good idea, but there have been logistical difficulties of various sorts. In order to
overcome these difficulties, the Masaajid Coordinating Council (MCC), a consultative body within
the Rhode Island Council for Muslim Advancement (RICMA), met in January 2010 to determine a
better way forward. The MCC has continued to meet on a monthly basis, and has come up with
the following guidelines regarding celebrating Ramadan and the two Eids in Rhode Island.

Methodology for Determining Dates of Ramadan and the Two Eids

The beginning of Ramadan and the days of Eid are determined according to the Hijri
lunar calendar used by Muslims for over 1400 years. The Fast begins on the 1st of the month of
Ramadan, Eid al-Fitr begins on the 1st of Shawwal, and Eid al-Adha begins on the 10t of D h u
Hijja. The MCC recognizes that there are multiple, valid ways of determining the beginning and
ending of the months of the Hijri calendar, but has adopted a single method to be followed by all



Mosques in Rhode Island. This has been done in order to help realize the goal of unifying our
community.

The method we have chosen is the method of a global sighting of the moon (ittihad al-
matali’a), verified by astronomical data (imkan al-ru’ya). This means that if the moon is seen in
another part of the world, the new month begins for the Muslims of Rhode Island, as long as
astronomical data does not prove that it is impossible for the new moon to be seen. In addition,
because many in our community insist that Eid al-Adha must be celebrated on the same day that
itis celebrated by the Hajj pilgrims gathered in Mina, we have chosen to focus our global sighting
on the announcements made by the ulama of Saudi Arabia. If the new moon is seen there, it is
highly likely that we will be able to see it here, and if it is not, it is also very unlikely that we will
see it. By using this method, we can ensure that all of Rhode Island will celebrate Eid al-Adha on
the same day. The Grand Mufti of Pakistan has expressed his opinion that Muslims around the
world can follow the determinations of the ulama of Saudi Arabia, if it will help achieve
increased unity amongst Muslims. If any members of our community seek further clarification
on the jurisprudence (figh) underlying our decision, they are encouraged to address their
concerns to Mufti Ikram ul Huq at his fatwa website: http://www.askamufti.com/

Announcment of 1st Ramadan, Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha

Mufti Ikram ul Haq, the imam of Masjid al-Islam, will be responsible for confirming the
start dates of the Hijri months. His expertise in the jurisprudence regarding the Islamic months,
as well as his practical experience concerning this issue in Rhode Island, make him ideally suited
for this role. Based on the methodology adopted by the MCC, we will know what the first day of

fasting will be on the 29th o f Sha’' ban, the month that p rFerc ede s

which falls on the very first day after the new moon of Shawwal is sighted, the date will be

known by the 29t of Ramadan. In the case of Eid al-Adha, which falls on the 10tho f  DHijja,” |
the date wild|l be known 10 days in advance.

to find out when Eid begins by going to the following websites:

http://www.ricma.org/
http://www.masjidislam.or
http://islamatbrown.blogspot.com/

Also, an email announcement will be sent to the RIMuslims yahoogroup. Phone calls will be
made to representatives of each masjid as soon as Mufti Ikram certifies the announcements
regarding moonsighting. These representatives will be responsible for informing the other
members of their Masjid about the news. Finally, our community should continue to go out to try
to sight thenewmoon, t hus maintaining the Sunnah of
be upon him).

Place of Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha Prayers

The main concerns with trying to hold a unified Eid prayer in Rhode Island are 1) finding
a venue that is large enough to hold thousands of Muslims, 2) a location which is convenient for
all, and 3) avoiding unnecessary costs. While in the past Rhodes on the Pawtuxet was a large
enough venue, it has been decided that it is no longer appropriate for our growing community.
As such, the MCC has determined that there will be 4 stages for determining a location.

1. Inquiries will be made as to whether Roger Williams Park is available. The members of
the MCC have all agreed that this park is appropriate for a unified Eid prayer.

2. If Roger Williams Park is unavailable, Lincoln Woods will be considered.

3. If Lincoln Woods is unavailable, then the Crowne Plaze in Warwick will be considered as
a site for a unified Eid prayer.
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http://www.askamufti.com/
http://www.ricma.org/
http://www.masjidislam.org/
http://islamatbrown.blogspot.com/

4. Ifnone of the following locations work, Goddard Park will be considered, but in that case,
Masjid al-Islam will hold a separate Eid prayer in their masjid. Goddard Park is too far
for many who attend Masjid al-Islam from Northern Rhode Island, as well as
Massachusetts.

If none of these locations work, there will be Eid prayers held in Masjid al-Islam (North
Smithfield), Masjid al-Kareem (Providence) and ISRI (West Warwick). These three locations will
also serve as places of prayer in the case of inclement weather (rain/snow/etc.). The location of
the Eid prayer (and the rain sites) will be announced NO LATER than the Friday before Eid,
insha’ Al |l ah.

Suggestions

The task of coordinating thousands of Muslims to meet on the same day, time and place
is unenviable but necessary. The MCC has taken on this task out of a desire to serve the Rhode
I[sland Muslim community, recognizing that if we want to have a unified community, we must
work to make it a reality. As such, we encourage you to send your suggestions to one of the
members of the MCC, or its ameer (leader). If you know of a great indoor location that is not too
costly, let us know! If you want to volunteer to organize coffee/donut distribution on Eid
morning, let us know! But we also encourage you to remain from complaining about our efforts,
or the efforts of any other Rhode Island Muslims who are working to advance the cause of Islam
inourst at e. One of Sh asyotcanvincesus tlgpt wee aah maketthingstatter bys
sitting around and criticizing the efforts of others. We seek refuge in Allah, the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing, from the accursed Shaytan.

We look forward to celebrating Eid with you and your loved ones in the coming years, and
working together to make Rhode Island the best place in the world to live as a Muslim, by the
grace and mercy of Allah (glorified and exalted)!

Sincerely,

The Masaajid Coordinating Council (MCC)
[a consultative body within the Rhode Island Council for Muslim Advancement (RICMA)]

MCC members [as of June 2010]:

Imam Abdul Hameed (Masjid al-Kareem), Ameer [Ameer until 1st Muharram, 1432AH]
Imam Abdul-Latif Sackor (Masjid Al-Kareem)

Ayyub Vanleesten (Masjid al-Kareem)

Mufti Ikram ul Huq (Masjid al-Islam)

Amjad Kinjawi (Masjid al-Rahman and ISRI)

Nedal Alawi (Masjid al-Rahman)

Khalil Adra (Masjid al-Rahman)

Ghiyath Mayale-eke (Masjid al-Razzaq)

Mudathir Alli-Owwe (Masjid al-Razzaq)

Hafiz Shahbaz Raja (Masjid Zumratul Jannah)
Khurshid Khan (Masjid Zumratul Jannah)
Muhammad Shakir (Masjid Zumratul Jannah)

Semiu Sanni (Masjid Zumratul Jannah)

Wyle Almulkie (Masjid al-Hoda)

Hasibul Haque (Masjid al-Hoda)

Dr. Nasser Zawia (Masjid al-Hoda and ISRI)

Imam Farid Ansari (Muslim American Dawah Center)
Hilmy Bakri (RICMA and ISRI)
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1 Chaplain R. David Coolidge (Brown University)



